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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  West 
Ward  Rural  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1925, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  this  must  be  a  Survey  Report,  and  consequently  more 
comprehensive  than  those  presented  to  you  during  the 
previous  four  years,  reviewing  within  your  area — 

(a)  the  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  improve¬ 

ment  of  the  public  health. 

(b)  the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  made 

in  the  public  health  services. 

(c)  any  further  action  of  importance  in  the 

organisation  or  development  of  public 
health  services  which  may  be  contem¬ 
plated  or  considered  desirable. 

I  much  appreciate  the  courtesy  with  w^hich  you  have 
received  any  advice  tendered  to  you  in  the  past,  and  also 
the  careful  consideration  you  have  always  given  to  any 
suggestions  offered  to  you. 

To  your  Sanitary  Inspector  I  would  express  my 
thanks  for  all  the  help  he  has  given  to  me  freely  at  all  times  ; 
without  such,  public  health  work  could  never  prosper.  I 
am  grateful  also  to  very  many  of  my  professional  colleagues, 
who  have  given  me  much  assistance  and  upon  whose  co¬ 
operation  I  can  always  rely. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BARON  COGKILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Westmorland  Combined  Districts, 

15th  March,  1926, 


3 


West  Ward 

Rural  District  Council. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1925. 


Area  (acres)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 19,872 

Population  (census  1921)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  6,519 

Population  estimated  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,070 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1921)  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,406 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (census  1921)  .  .  1,408 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  /85,520 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  ;^356 


The  district  is  mountainous  in  the  South  and  South  West,  and 
falls  gradually  towards  the  North  East,  two-hfths  of  the  area  being 
over  1,000  feet  above  sea  level,  two-fifths  being  between  500  and  1,000 
feet  and  one-fifth  being  between  250  and  500  feet. 

South  of  Shap,  granite  abounds,  whilst  slaty  rocks  occupy  the 
whole  of  the  western  portion,  and  to  the  east  of  the  River  Lowther 
limestone  formation  exists  entirely. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry,  though  there  is  Granite 
Quarrying  in  the  South  and  Lead  Mining  at  Greenside,  Patterdale. 

The  latter  industry  used  to  be  productive  of  “  Miners  ”  Phthisis, 
but  this  has  much  declined  in  recent  years. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Births  (Legitimate)  54  33  96  j  Rate  15.86 

(Illegitimate)  4  5  J 

Deaths  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  85  Death  Rate  14.04 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth  : — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  Nil 

From  other  Causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate,  34  .  .  Illegitimate,  Nil  .  .  Total  34 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  ^mars)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

Poor  I.aw  Out  Relief  vras  distributed  to  43  persons  to  the 
amount  of  £736. 

There  have  been  no  special  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  in 
the  district,  nor  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Hospital. 

Situation.  Accommodation. 

Tuberculosis 

Meathop,  Grange-over-Sands  .  . 

150  beds 

Maternit}^ 

Westmorland  County  Hospital, 

Kendal 

6  „ 

Children  .  . 

Ni] . 

— 

Fever 

Ormside,  near  Appleby 

20  „ 

Small-pox 

Ethel  Hedley  Hospital 

Woodside,  near  Kendal 

50  „ 

School  (Orthopaedic) 

Calgarth,  Windermere  .  . 

30  „ 

V enereal  Disease 

North  Lonsdale  Llospital, 

Barrow-in-Furness 

— 

The  Westmorland  Count}^  Hospital,  Kendal,  contains  50  beds, 
available  for  ail  non-infectious,  surgical,  medical  and  abnormal  mid¬ 
wifery  cases.  A  new  Maternity  Ward  was  opened  in  1924,  and  this  is 
proving  of  great  value.  It  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 
Penrith  Hospital  and  Carlisle  Infirmary  also  admit  patients  from  this 
area  requiring  general  treatment. 

Institutional  Treatment  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  etc. 

St.  Monica’s  Maternity  Home,  under  the  control  of  the  Carlisle 
Diocesan  Maternity  Committee. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  cases. — A  Motor  Ambulance,  the  property  of 
the  Ormside  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  Non-infectious  cases. — Motor  Ambulance  under  the  control 
of  the  Penrith  District  Joint  Ambulance  Committee. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Appleby. 

Travelling  School  Dental  Clinic. 
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STAFF. 


Name. 

Oualifications. 

Office. 

Whole  or 
Part  time. 

Other  Offices. 

Salary  Con¬ 
tributed  under 
Public 

Health  Acts  or 
Exchequer 
Grants. 

W.  R.  Cockill 

M.D. ,  etc. 

D.P.H. 

M.O.H. 

Part 

M.O.H. 

Westmorland 

Combined 

Districts. 

Yes 

11.  W.  Rig-g 

A.R.San.  I. 

M.I.M.E. 

San  tary 
Inspector. 

Part 

Sanitary 
Inspector, 
Shap  U.D.C. 

Yes 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General  .  .  .  .  .  .  District  Nursing  Association 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g. 

Measles,  etc.  .  .  ,, 

District  Nursing  Associations  are  voluntary  organisations 
receiving  grants  in  aid  from  the  County  Council. 


Midwives. 

No  subsidy  is  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Authority  to  the  five 
practising  Midwives. 


Chemical  Work. 

The  Chemical  Work  is  undertaken  bv  the  Countv  Council. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

Adoptive  Acts,  etc. —  Adopted. 

Sanitary  Clauses  of  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment 

Act),  1890  .  1908 

Bvelaws — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1923 

Regulations  under  Section  13,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Order,  188.5  .  . 


1907 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

The  water  supplies  serving  the  district  are  as  yet  unaltered, 
the  sources  of  public  supplies  remaining  the  same  as  in  past  years. 
The  one  public  supply  provided  by  the  Council  is  that  serving  Barton 
and  District,  viz  : — the  parishes  of  Barton,  Sockbridge,  Yanwath  and 
Eamont  Bridge.  The  supply  from  moorland  sources  is  good  in  quality 
and  quantity,  and  is  on  the  constant  system.  It  would,  however,  be 
necessary  to  augment  this  supply  if  its  extension  to  any  larger  area 
were  desired.  The  remainder  of  the  district  lying  to  the  v/est,  viz  : — 
the  parishes  of  Martindale  and  Patterdale  have  sufficient  and  good 
water  in  close  proximity  to  the  consumers,  but  improvements  are 
needed  in  these  supplies  to  make  them  more  readily  available.  Else¬ 
where  in  the  district,  and  particularly  on  the  eastern  side,  supplies  are 
indifferent — wells  and  numerous  inadequate  and  questionable  sources 
having  to  serve  man}^  of  the  parishes.  About  75%  of  the  houses  served 
b}^  the  Barton  and  District  Scheme  have  direct  supplies  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  consist  of  groups  of  small  cottages.  For  many  years  the 
scheme  to  draw  one  large  and  sufficient  supply  from  Haweswater  Lake 
has  been  delayed,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  year  just  opened  may  see 
the  project  materialised.  The  water  supplies  to  three  adjoining  farms 
have  been  analysed  and  contamination  traced  to  land  drainage  and 
deposit  in  pipes.  The  water  from  a  public  well  supplying  a  good 
portion  of  Morland  Village  has,  through  the  generous  action  of  F. 
Markham,  Esq.,  been  lifted  by  ram  to  a  convenient  position  by  the 
roadside  and  can  be  drawn  off  by  tap  without  the  labour  of  travelling 
the  distant  and  difficult  road  to  the  well.  Another  public  well  at 
Great  Strickland  has  received  special  attention  during  the  year,  and 
after  considerable  investigation  the  pollution  by  surface  water  has  been 
practically  remedied. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  of  pollution  have  been  received. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  is  no  material  alteration  in  the  general  state  of  the 
drainage  and  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  the  district, 

The  advent  of  the  water  scheme  will  of  course  necessitate 
extensive  improvements  in  many  villages  where  now,  by  reason  of  the 
inadecjuate  supply  of  water,  proper  sewering  is  not  so  pressing.  In 
most  villages  it  is  most  desirable  that  proper  sewers  be  provided  to 
obviate  the  fouling  of  streams  and  gutters  into  which  house  drainage 
is  now  being  discharged  for  want  of  a  proper  outfall.  The  sewer 
serving  the  upper  part  of  Great  Strickland  has  been  extended  to  take 
in  additional  properties.  In  sewage  disposal,  the  Pooley  Bridge  outfall 
works,  after  considerable  delay,  have  been  altered  and  improved, 
abolishing  the  trench  irrigation  arrangement  which  had  become  a 
nuisance,  and  substituting  an  artificial  filter  as  proposed  and  reported 
on  last  year, 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  numbers  of  each  type  of  closet  at  present  are  : — 

Water  Closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  200 

Pail  Closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

Privies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1363 

The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  closets  is  not  materially 
changed  from  last  year,  but  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  water 
closets  (including  both  conversions  and  new  additions)  continues. 

The  Council  has  no  policy,  under  existing  conditions  of  pressing 
for,  or  carrying  out  conversions,  as  the  area  served  with  adequate 
water  supplies  is  small. 

Conversions  during  the  past  five  years  have  numbered,  2  slop 
closets,  3  privies  and  8  pail  closets  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system,  and  7  privies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets. 

Scavenging. 

The  arrangements  for  the  scavenging  of  household  refuse,  earth 
closets,  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools  are  unaltered,  the  responsibility 
for  this  w’ork  resting  with  the  occupiers.  Only  in  the  larger  villages  is 
this  a  matter  calling  for  much  attention.  It  is,  however,  highly 
desirable  that  in  all  villages,  recognised  dumps  for  household  refuse 
should  be  provided,  and  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  all  who  thought¬ 
lessly  throw  out  litter  into  hollows,  odd  corners,  old  ponds  and  other 
places  by  the  side  of  the  highways,  causing  frequentl}^  obstruction  of 
roadside  drains,  not  to  mention  the  unsightly  and  sometimes  insanitary 
conditions  arising  in  consequence.  The  irregularity  and  frequent  delay 
i  n  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  privies  and  ashpits  is  less  noticeable, 
but  is  still  a  matter  needing  much  attention.  If  systematic  removal 
were  arranged  in  the  villages,  and  this  could  easily  be  done  among  the; 
householders,  the  conversion  of  ashpits  to  ashbins  and  privies  to  earth 
closets  would  no  doubt  take  place  and  materially  improve  conditions. 

No  conversions  from  fixed  receptacles  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  to  the  number  of  300  have  been  made  and  the 


following  nuisances  discovered  : — ■ 

Defective  Drains  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

New  Drains  laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Polluted  Water  Supplies  .  .  .  .  2 

New  Water  Supplies  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Accumulations  removed .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Foul  Ashpits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Total 


29 
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18  informal  notices  were  issued.  No  necessity  arose  for  the 
issue  of  statutory  notices. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

This  question  does  not  call  for  much  attention  in  this  rural 
district,  there  being  no  populous  areas  or  works. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Slaughterhouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .  .  27 

Total  .  .  33 


Tliere  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades,  or  under¬ 
ground  sleeping  rooms. 

Schools. 

The  elementary  schools  in  the  district  are  in  fair  sanitary  con¬ 
dition,  but  only  Patterdale  School  and  those  in  the  Barton  and  District 
Water  Works  area  have  a  proper  water  supply  readily  available,  while 
sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  privies  and  insanitary  urinals  in  all 
cases. 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

The  general  conditions  prevailing  now  are  little  changed  from 
those  of  five  years  ago.  All  houses  which  are  habitable  are  of  course 
taken  up.  It  is  the  desirability  of  replacing  many  old  cottages  of  a 
low  standard  of  condition  rather  than  the  need  for  extra  numbers  that 
might  justify  the  erection  of  new  houses.  Owing  to  the  general  shortage 
almost  any  number  of  houses  of  the  working  class  type  would  be  taken 
up  if  built,  but  this  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  ordinary  and 
permanent  population  in  this  District.  In  the  case  of  Patterdale 
Parish  the  housing  conditions  have  been  considered  more  particular! 3^, 
the  Parish  Council  putting  forward  the  proposal  that  some  more  houses 
were  needed  there. 

The  position  at  Patterdale  is  made  difficult  b}^  the  popularity 
of  the  dale  as  a  visiting  place  and  the  mining  population.  Numerous 
houses  of  the  working  class  size  have  been  purchased  by  people  who 
are  of  independent  means  and  have  settled  there  or  reside  there  through 
the  summer.  The  Creenside  Mining  Compan}^  who  had  at  one  time 
several  empty  cottages,  have  sold  some  wliile  others  are  occupied  by 
widows  or  others  who,  though  not  now  working  at  the  mines,  cannot 
find  houses  elsewhere  in  the  surrounding  districts.  Regarding  other 
Parishes,  houses  are  found  to  be  most  sought  after  along  the  Northern 
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side  of  our  district,  viz.  ; — from  Pooley  Bridge  to  Eamont  Bridge,  and 
this  is  largely  explained  by  the  proximity  to  Penrith,  where  numerous 
people  in  this  area  have  their  employment.  There  have  been  no 
•changes  noteable  in  the  population. 

Overcrowding . 

This  is  of  small  extent  and  is  caused  by  large  families  in  small 
houses — a  problem  which  is  difficult  to  remedy  as  the  larger  the  family 
the  smaller  the  amount  available  for  rent,  and  therefore  generally  they 
are  found  in  the  smallest  cottages. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  come  before  the  Council  during 
the  year. 

The  Council  has  again  considered  the  matter  of  additional 
housing,  which  has  been  in  abeyance  since  it  was  set  aside  temporarily 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1920  on  the  grounds  that  there  was  no 
necessity.  It  has  now  been  decided  to  offer  the  subsidy  of  ;^100  under 
the  Housing,  etc..  Act,  1923,  towards  the  cost  of  working  class  houses 
erected  in  the  Council’s  District.  A  single  application  for  such  a  grant 
was  received  about  a  year  ago,  but  the  Ministry  did  not  undertake  to 
eonsider  it,  and  therefore  the  present  decision  to  give  the  grant  has 
been  advertised  with  a  view  to  getting  sufficient  applications  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  scheme.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  (the  giving  of  the  subsidy 
was  approved  early  in  October)  onU  one  application,  which  did  not 
qualify,  has  been  made. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  area  ma}^  be  considered 
fair.  Defects  consist  principally  of  dampness,  insufficient  lighting 
and  ventilation,  bad  or  insufficient  drainage  and  inadequate  necessary 
accommodation  {i.e.  larder  and  washing  accommodation).  The  above 
■defects  are  of  course  the  responsibility  of  the  owners,  but  many  cases 
of  neglectful  tenants  are  found  tending  to  make  reasonably  satisfactory 
property  unfit.  The  dirt}^  and  neglectful  tenant  is  a  trouble  both  to 
the  owner  and  the  inspector. 

The  re-inspection  of  the  district  has  been  steadily  carried  on 
■during  the  year  and  agreements  made  with  owners  regarding  the 
meeting  of  requirements  already  made.  It  is  found  to  be  a  general 
■difficulty  to  get  artizan  labour  for  these  works  as  they  (masons  and 
joiners)  seem  to  be  mainly  occupied  on  larger  properties. 

The  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  over  the  major  portion  of  the 
area  obviously  have  an  adverse  influence  on  the  erection  of  new  proper¬ 
ties  as  the  only  building  work  proceeding  is  either  at  Patterdale  or 
in  Barton  District,  which  two  areas  have  good  water  supplies  for  baths 
and  w.c.'s.  Refuse  disposal  does  not  affect  the  question  as  in  such  a 
scattered  area  suitable  tips  are  available  in  all  parishes. 
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There  are  no  unhealthy  areas. 

Byelaws  in  force  concerning  housing  deal  only  with  new  con¬ 
struction.  These  byelaws  appear  to  cover  all  requirements  and  were 
revised  in  1923. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  added  that  even  in  such  a  sparsely 
populated  area  it  is  highly  desirable  that  all  occupiers  should  be 
impressed  with  the  desirability  and  necessity  of  burning  much  more 
of  their  household  refuse  than  they  do  now.  Such  practice  makes 
scavenging  easier  and  would  preserve  the  amenities  of  the  villages 
from  unsightly  garden  and  other  refuse. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

^a)  Total  ••  ••  •>  ••  ..  ..  3- 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919  and  1923  . "  .  .  Nil 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  70' 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  48 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  48 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ,  .  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

The  whole  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  district  is  wholesome 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received.  The  area  being  sparsely 
populated  all  milk  producers  have  land  on  which  the  cattle  are  grazed 
and  are  out  of  doors  all  day.  At  the  Northern  side  of  the  district  and 
near  the  railways  are  numerous  farmers  producing  milk  as  a  business, 
serving  not  only  the  locality  but  principally  dispatching  it  by  train  to 
the  large  towns  in  the  north-eastern  counties.  Such  arrangements  for 
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the  supply  and  distribution  of  milk  as  are  necessary  within  the  district 
are  satisfactory,  but  the  vast  majority  of  people  receive  their  supplies 
from  the  nearest  farm  by  calling  themselves  for  it.  Many  of  the  farms 
are  not  registered  as  they  only  “  supply  neighbours  for  their  accom¬ 
modation  ”  and  cannot  be  visited  as  frequently  as  those  on  the  register. 
Much  might  be  done  by  all  milk  producers  if  the  importance  of  clean¬ 
liness  was  more  appreciated.  If  all  cowsheds  had  good  floors,  easy  to 
wash  down,  with  ample  water  to  hand  and  adequate  light  to  see  to  the 
removal  of  dung,  etc.,  the  cows  would  be  cleaner  and  less  dirt  get  into 
the  milk. 

No  case  of  tuberculosis  in  cows  or  tuberculous  milk  has  come  to 
notice  during  the  year.  Tuberculous  cattle  will  be,  by  arrangements 
made  by  the  County  Council,  notified  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeons  who 
were  appointed  for  the  various  districts  in  the  County. 

Sale  of  Milk  under  Special  Designations. 

This  has  not  been  extended  as  yet,  beyond  the  one  farm 
(Brougham  Castle)  which  led  the  way  in  obtaining  a  licence  for  the 
sale  of  milk  under  the  designation  “  Certified  Grade  A  (Tuberculin 
tested)”  and  ”  Grade  A.”  During  the  year  under  review  samples  of 
”  Certified  ”  milk  have  been  taken  according  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  have  resulted  as  follows  : — 

10  samples  taken  ;  8  proved  to  be  up  to  or  above  the 
specified  standard  of  bacteriological  purity  and  2 
fell  short. 


Meat. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  which  came  into  force 
in  April  last,  have  caused  considerable  additional  work  by  requiring 
inspection  of  as  manj^  carcases  as  possible.  Arrangements  were  made, 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations,  whereby  the  Inspector  was  notified 
of  the  times  of  slaughtering  in  the  six  private  slaughterhouses  in  this 
district,  and  private  or  occasional  slaughtering  has  also  been  notified. 
No  unsound  meat  has  been  found.  The  further  administration  affecting 
stalls,  shops  and  vehicles  has  had  little  application  in  this  area,  the 
butchers  who  slaughter  and  cut  up  the  carcases  in  their  slaughterhouses 
deliver  the  meat  direct  therefrom  to  the  consumer  by  means  of  motor 
delivery  van  or  meat  cart.  The  protection  of  meat,  especially  in  the 
summer,  both  in  slaughterhouses  and  vehicles  by  covering  with  muslin 
has  received  attention.  There  are  no  public  slaughterhouses. 

In  1920  Jan.,  1925.  Dec.,  1925. 
Registered  .  .  Nil  Nil  JNhl 

Licensed  ,  ,  5  6  6 

Other  Foods. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  and  premises  where  foods 
qre  manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale,  is  good, 
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An  alleged  occurrence  of  food  poisoning  of  a  party  of  excursionists 
was  reported  and  investigated,  but  no  confirmation  was  obtained.  A 
full  report  was  furnished  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

There  were  71  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  6  of  Diphtheria  and  2  of 
Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  period  under  review  ;  a  small  epidemic 
in  two  villages  occurred  accounting  for  more  than  half  the  total  number. 
No  “  return  ”  cases  occurred. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  for  the  treatment  of  all 
necessitous  cases,  excepting  patients  under  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Act ;  also  for  both  necessitous  and  insured  patients  for 
prophylactic  purposes. 

One  non-fatal  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  notified  in 
1924.  The  notification  of  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Regulations 
of  7th  January,  1919,  has  not  proved  of  much  value. 

The  Combined  Districts  of  Westmorland  have  provided  labora¬ 
tories  at  Kendal,  to  which  any  practitioner  may  send  specimens  for 
examination.  Sputum  is  also  examined  at  Meathop  Sanatorium. 
The  following  have  been  done  for  West  Ward  : — 

Bacilluria  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  Analysis  .  .  4 

Total  .  .  5 


No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests,  nor  have 
any  vaccinations  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Close  liaison  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  has  been  maintained  and 
the  fullest  use  of  school  intimations  of  disease  has  been  made. 

The  mortality  from  Influenza  has  been  0.4  per  1,000  of  population. 

There  is  one  village  in  which  deaths  from  malignant  disease  has 
been  very  marked,  but  there  is  no  evidence  as  to  any  definite  reason 
for  this. 

No  facilities  for  disinfectation  are  available,  nor  has  there  been 
any  need  for  the  same.  Disinfection  by  formalin  is  invariably  carried 
out  alter  all  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Disk.=\ses. 

Total 

1- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

45- 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

1 

1 

o 

3 

2 

4 

16 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pneumonia  ... 

5 

... 

1 

1 

... 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Overcrowding  has  had  no  influence  upon  the  incidence  of  these 
diseases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW 

CASES. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

20  years  ,  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

2 

— 

— 

There  were  no  deaths.  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is 
excellent. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 
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Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Diseases  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
are  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  has 
been  notified,  and  only  one  death  from  Measles,  two  from  Whooping 
Cough  and  three  from  Diarrhma  have  been  registered  during  the  last 
five  years.  Four  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  1924,  two  of 
them  being  admitted  to  the  Ethel  Hedley  Orthopaedic  Hospital  which 
receives  all  acute  cases  at  any  time,  so  that  by  eaiij^  treatment  deformity 
is  generally  prevented. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Inspections,  1925 — 


Factories 
Workshops  .  . 
Workplaces  .  . 


50 

60 

Nil 


Total 


110 


No  defects  were  discovered. 


